
“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name!” 

Psalm 100:4 
 

 

THE LORD’S DAY 

JANUARY 26, AD 2020 

POTTSVILLE ASSOCIATE REFORMED  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



POTTSVILLE ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 

…. He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart 

                                                                                              -- Ecclesiastes 3:1-10 

Heidelberg Catechism, Q81. Who are to come unto the table of the Lord? 

A. Those who are displeased with themselves for their sins, yet trust that these are forgiven 

them, and that their remaining infirmity is covered by the passion and death of Christ; who 

also desire more and more to strengthen their faith and amend their life. But the impenitent 

and hypocrites eat and drink judgment to themselves..  

  

For Reflection 

 

A FEW THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

o We believe that Christian Worship is a renewal of covenant vows 

between Christians and the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit -- a gracious 

and thankful conversation between God and His people.  Consequently, 

our worship contains lots of congregational participation.  Your part is 

in bold, but don’t worry if you get a little lost.   Just keep your bulletin 

handy throughout the service. 

o We are a family of families worshipping together.   We are teaching our 

children to worship as they worship with us.  If they cry or squirm, it’s 

OK; God has ordained “praise” from our children and infants. 

o Restrooms are located in the Fellowship Hall.    

 



 
Silent Prayer of Preparation:  Gracious and merciful Father, quiet our 

hearts, our hands, our minds and our souls as we draw near to You.  Give 

rest where there is weariness, peace where there is conflict, and assurance 

where there is anxiety.  Grant us faith to believe that you speak, ears to 

hear what you say and a will to live as you desire.  Prepare us now to 

delight in you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  In Christ’s name, Amen.      

  
Remember my affliction and my wanderings, 

    the wormwood and the gall! 

My soul continually remembers it 

    and is bowed down within me. 

But this I call to mind, 

    and therefore I have hope: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 

    his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 

“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 

    “therefore I will hope in him.” 

 
Pastor:  Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, 

People: And give thanks to his holy name. 

Pastor:  For his anger is but for a moment, 

People: And his favor is for a lifetime. 

Pastor:  Weeping may tarry for the night, 

People: But joy comes with the morning. 

Pastor:  You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have 

loosed my sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, 

People: That my glory may sing your praise and not be silent.  O Lord my 

God, I will give thanks to you forever! 

 

Welcome and Preparation 

God Calls Us to Worship                  Lamentations 3:19-24 

We Respond to God’s Call                Psalm 30:4-5, 11-12 

Prayer of Adoration   

Call to Worship: 

We need to be 

called to come 

and worship 

because we are 

prone to think 

we are at the 

center of all 

things. Or 

perhaps we 

struggle to 

believe that God 

wants us to draw 

near. So God 

takes the 

initiative and 

calls us to come 

and worship 

Christ who is the 

center. 

Preparation: 

In worship, God 

speaks.  He is not 

merely spoken 

about.  Listening 

and responding 

require our 

preparation. Take 

a moment to be 

still and know 

that He is God.  



 

 

In Christ Alone 
Word and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, CCL# 11359088 

 

In Christ alone my hope is found; 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This cornerstone, this solid ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My comforter, my all in all—Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, 

Fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness, 

Scorned by the ones He came to save. 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

The wrath of God was satisfied; 

For ev’ry sin on Him was laid—Here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain; 

Then bursting forth in glorious day, 

Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory, 

Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 

For I am His and He is mine—Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death— 

This is the pow’r of Christ in me; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, 

Can ever pluck me from His hand; 

Till He returns or calls me home—Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand 

 

Songs of Praise                                     

Worship through 

singing. 

Worship is a 

gracious 

conversation 

between God 

and His people.  

He speaks grace 

through His 

Word and we 

respond together 

in gratitude 

through prayer 

and praise as a 

congregation. 

Singing is an 

important way 

we express our 

love for God and 

remind ourselves 

of our place in 

His redemptive 

story. 



 
Come, let us return to the Lord; 

    for he has torn us, that he may heal us; 

    he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 

After two days he will revive us; 

    on the third day he will raise us up, 

    that we may live before him. 

Let us know; let us press on to know the Lord; 

    his going out is sure as the dawn; 

he will come to us as the showers, 

    as the spring rains that water the earth 

 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to 

your great compassion, blot out our transgressions.  Wash away all our 

iniquities and cleanse us from our sin.  Create in us pure hearts, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

and grant us willing spirits, to sustain us. 

 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 

are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 

of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need. 

 
Pastor:  What is thy only comfort in life and in death?  

People: That I, with body and soul, both in life and in death, am not my own, but 

belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who with His precious blood 

has fully satisfied for all my sins, and redeemed me from all the power of 

the devil; and so preserves me, that without the will of my Father in 

heaven not a hair can fall from my head; yea, that all things must work 

together for my salvation. Where-fore, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures 

me of eternal life, and makes me heartily willing and ready henceforth to 

live unto Him.  

Call to Confession                           Hosea 6:1-3 

Confession of Sin              

Assurance of Pardon                      Hebrews 4:15-16 

Confession of Faith       Heidelberg Catechism Q1 

Assurance of 

Pardon: God 

declares in the 

gospel that 

everyone who 

repents and 

believes in Jesus 

Christ is 

forgiven and 

made clean. 

Confession of 

Sin.  God calls 

us to draw near, 

but our sin is a 

barrier we 

cannot cross on 

our own.  The 

good news is 

that God has 

provided a way 

of reconciliation 

through Jesus.  

Confession of 

sin both 

acknowledges 

our need for 

God’s mercy 

and celebrates 

its abundance 

in Christ. 

Confession of 

Faith.: Creeds, 

confessions and 

catechisms are 

summaries of 

what we believe 

the Bible 

teaches about 

the central 

truths of the 

Christian faith.  

We confess 

them together 

in worship as a 

way of 

professing our 

common faith.  



 

 
Glory be to the Father, And to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, It is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, amen. 

 

 
Pastor:  Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart; there is no 

fear of God before his eyes. 

People: For he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be 

found out and hated. 

Pastor:  The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit; he has ceased to act 

wisely and do good. 

People: He plots trouble while on his bed; he sets himself in a way that is 

not good; he does not reject evil. 

Pastor:  Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 

People: Your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Pastor:  Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; 

People: Your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you save, 

O Lord. 

Pastor:  How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

People: The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

Pastor:  They feast on the abundance of your house, 

People: And you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

Pastor:  For with you is the fountain of life;  

People: In your light do we see light. 

Pastor:  Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 

People: And your righteousness to the upright of heart! 

  

Gloria Patri   

Responsive Reading              Psalm 36:1-10 



 
 

Abide with Me 
Words: Henry Lyte, Music: William Monk, Public Domain, CCL# 11359088 

 

1 Abide with me: fast falls the eventide: 

the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide: 

when other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 

help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 

2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 

earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

change and decay in all around I see; 

O thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 

3 I need thy presence every passing hour; 

what but thy grace can foil the tempter's pow'r? 

Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

 

4 I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless: 

ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death's sting? where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 

 

5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes: 

shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies: 

heav'n's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee: 

in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me 

 

Songs of Praise                                    Trinity  402             



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy Kingdom 

Come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread.  Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and 

the Power and the Glory forever, Amen 

  

Sermon Notes:      Jeremiah 8:18-9:24, “A Time to Mourn” 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer  

Sermon: Some 

view the sermon 

as a way to get 

principles for 

right living. 

Others see it as 

an interesting or 

inspirational talk. 

 

In reality, as we 

open the 

Scriptures we 

encounter Jesus 

Christ. 

Therefore, as 

you listen, pray 

to be open to 

his leading, 

exhortation, 

encouragement 

and healing. 



 

 

All for Jesus 
Word: Mary James, Music: John Stainer, Public Domain, CCL# 11359088 

 

1 All for Jesus! All for Jesus! 

All my being’s ransomed pow'rs: 

all my thoughts and words and doings, 

all my days and all my hours. 

 

2 Let my hands perform his bidding, 

let my feet run in his ways; 

let my eyes see Jesus only, 

let my lips speak forth his praise. 

 

3 Worldlings prize their gems of beauty, 

cling to gilded toys of dust, 

boast of wealth and fame and pleasure; 

only Jesus will I trust. 

 

4 Since my eyes were fixed on Jesus, 

I’ve lost sight of all beside; 

so enchained my spirit’s vision, 

looking at the Crucified. 

 

5 O what wonder! how amazing! 

Jesus, glorious King of kings, 

deigns to call me his beloved, 

lets me rest beneath His wings. 

 

 

  

Offertory Hymn                             Trinity 565                 



 

Silent Prayer of Commitment: Gracious God and Giver of every good and 

perfect gift, help me to recognize all that you have given and not 

complain about what you have withheld.  Grant me wisdom to faithfully 

use Your gifts for Your glory and not misuse them for my own.  By your 

Spirit help me now to offer my heart, my life, my all, sincerely and 

promptly with joy and thanksgiving and without anxiety, fear or 

grumbling.  In Christ’s Name, Amen. 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Table is a table of remembrance, in which we remember that 

God’s mercy to us comes at a high cost.  Jesus’ body was broken and His 

blood poured out on the cross as he bore the wrath and curse of the 

judgment of God that we deserved because of our sins.   

The Lord’s Table is also a table of fellowship.  By his gracious work in saving 

us, he has adopted us into His Body, the Church.  He has placed us in His 

Covenant Family to live life together.   Christ is spiritually and really present 

with us in this meal to fellowship with us as we fellowship with one another. 

The Lord’s Table is a table of nourishment.  Just as other meals and tables 

nourish our bodies, this meal and this table nourishes our souls as we feed 

by faith on God’s goodness, His promises, and His presence with us. 

The Lord’s Table is a table of expectation.  As often as we eat of the bread 

and drink of the cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  By faith, 

we lift up our heads as our redemption draws ever nearer. 

But it is the Lord’s Table.  It is for those who are His, for those who have 

been baptized in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who have 

professed their faith before the Church, who are not under the lawful 

discipline of the Church and who are not unwilling to repent of their sins.   

Worship Through Giving      
 

Doxology      

The Lord’s Supper   

Offering: The 

offering is not 

about money. All 

that we are, have, 

and hope belong 

to God.  While we 

take this time to 

receive tithes and 

offerings for the 

support of the 

gospel ministry, 

we also use this 

time to recognize 

God’s authority 

over all our life 

and commit 

again to love Him 

with all our 

hearts, minds, 

souls and 

strength 

 

 

What is the Lord’s 

Supper? The 

Lord’s Supper is a 

covenant meal 

celebrating 

Christ’s atoning 

work; as it is also 

a means of 

strengthening our 

faith as we look to 

him, and a 

foretaste of the 

future feast.  

 

But those who 

take part with 

unrepentant 

hearts eat and 

drink judgment 

on themselves. 



 

 
Behold how good a thing it is 

And how becoming well 

Together such as brethren are 

In unity to dwell. In unity to dwell 

 

As precious ointment on the head 

Which down the beard did flow. 

Ev’n Aaron’s beard and to the skirts 

Did of his garments go. Did of his garments go. 

 

As Hermon’s dew, the dew that doth 

On Zion’s hills descend; 

For there the blessing God commands,  

Life that shall never end.  Life that shall never end. 

 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

 

 
Now blessed be the living God, The God of Israel 

Who only doeth wondrous works, In glory that excels 

Who only doeth wondrous works, In glory that excels. 

 

And blessed be His glorious Name, To all eternity; 

The whole earth let His glory fill, Amen: So let it be. 

The whole earth let His glory fill. Amen: So let it be. 

 

 

 

 

  

Psalm 133               “Christian Unity”        Bible Songs 280

      

Benediction                Numbers 6:24-25

      

Response                                    from Psalm 72  

  

The Last Word: 

God always has 

the last word.  A 

benediction is a 

“word of 

blessing.”  God 

sends us out, but 

not before He 

reminds us that 

wherever the 

coming week 

may take us, 

physically, 

emotionally or 

spiritually, He 

goes with us. 

 

 



      

 

                             CONTACT US 

Our Elders 

  Mr. Leslie Oates        479-857-1840    

  Mr. Matt Wylie     479-979-2224   

 

Our Pastor 

  Rev. Howard Wheeler    479-970-1384   

 

On the web at www.pottsvillearp.org 

On Facebook @PottsvilleARP 

Or by Email at pottsvillearp@gmail.com 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

o Our Men’s Bible Study will meet this coming Wednesday, January 29, at 

7:30 pm at Campus Perks at the U of O in Clarksville. 

o Did you know that you can now Give Online?  To find out more go to 

http://pottsvillearp.org/ and click on the “Giving Link.” 

 

 


